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IES/CHES ACCREDITATION SCHEME FOR PROGAMMES OF 
IES/CHES ACCREDITATION SCHEME FOR PROGRAMMES OF STUDY IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES  
	INSTITUTION DETAILS


	Department:      


	Institution:      


	Address:      
                                                 Postcode:      

	Telephone: 


	CONTACT DETAILS


	Title:      

	 Name:      


	Position:      

	Telephone:      



	Email:      



	PROGRAMME DETAILS



	Final Award [e.g. BSc. (Hons.)]:      




	Programme Title:      


	Programme presently accredited by:      


	Relevant QAA Subject Benchmark Panel:      




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member of CHES 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ticked data protection boxes and signed form


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Included Programme Specification
The Accreditation Scheme

Background 

The Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES) and the Committee of Heads of Environmental Sciences (CHES) have developed a professional accreditation scheme for Honours and Masters Programmes offered by CHES member HEIs.  The Institution will also accredit HE provision within FE institutions.
CHES members may apply for IES accreditation via a ‘fast track’ route. The Honours programmes should fall within the remit of the Benchmark Statement for Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences and Environmental Studies (ES3) and the Masters programmes clearly aligned with this.
Given the current developments in HE quality management and enhancement (i.e. Benchmark Statements, Programme Specifications and Codes of Practice) the scheme seeks to avoid duplication. Consequently, the application form consists of only two elements. Section A seeks information on the general aims of the Programme. Section B concentrates on the development of environmental professional outcomes within the Programme (the aggregate word limit for sections A and B is a maximum of 2000 words). 

Students enrolled on IES/CHES accredited programmes are automatically eligible for Student Membership of the IES. This grade is free of charge and students can use the post nominal StMIEnvSc. As well as a raft of benefits these Student Members are given valuable experience of a leading professional institution. The IES will send your department pre-paid postcards making it easy for your students to register. On graduation they automatically qualify to become Associate Members and subsequently receive a certificate from the IES verifying this. Associate membership is then confirmed on payment of an annual subscription of £65, which is offered at half price (£32.50) for the first year to graduates.
A further advantage of accrediting your programmes is the IES’s connections to the Society for the Environment (SocEnv) and the Science Council. The IES membership of these organisations allows the Institution to award the qualification of Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv) and/or Chartered Scientist to suitably qualified IES members. By joining the IES your students will have an opportunity of achieving Chartered status as their career develops, and benefit from the professional recognition and standing that comes from such status.
Organisation

The procedure for accreditation is shown on the accompanying flow diagram (found at the end of this document). Applications must be accompanied by the relevant current Programme Specification, or its equivalent. A separate application form is required for each individual Programme. No additional documentation is required and will not be considered if submitted.

Applications will be reviewed by a Joint Working Panel of the IES Education Committee and the CHES Executive which will meet up to three times a year. Accreditation will normally last for five years and re-accreditation will need to take place at the end of this period. 

It is important to ensure that an application for IES accreditation conforms to any relevant individual institutional procedures regarding accreditation.

Cost 

The initial cost of accrediting a single Programme is £250, with a charge of £50 required for each additional Programme. The HEI should determine what constitutes a programme. In cases where referral and a visit are necessary there will be an additional charge of £300 plus expenses. There will be a recurring annual charge of £175 to cover administration for the production and supply of graduate certificates.
Any further clarification required may be obtained from: Adam Donnan at enquiries@ies-uk.org.uk or tel: 020 7730 5516.
	Section A: The Programme



	This section should outline and describe the aims of the Programme and comment on the learning and teaching approaches, including pertinent aspects of both summative and formative assessment. 
Particular reference should be made to provision of opportunities for training and development for practical, field and laboratory based activities, including outlines and descriptions of both tutor-led (i.e. taught module) provision and student-led, individual research projects. Reference should be made, where appropriate, to the accompanying Programme Specification and practical skills as described in the ES3 Benchmark Statement*.
* http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/default.asp

	

	Section B: Environmental Professional Practice 



	This section should describe how your Programme develops individual environmental professional practice in the learner including details of:

· placements and work experience;

· project planning and management at either individual and/or team levels;

· career and professional planning;

· current inputs from environmental professions and employers.

This section should also describe the application of generic skills (as described in the ES3 Benchmark Statement)* to the development of professional practice using specific examples. Please indicate the nature and scale of resources deployed to support such skills acquisition.

* http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/default.asp

	     


	Section C: Payment Information



	The Institution will be invoiced for the cost of the accreditation process. Please provide details to which the invoice should be sent.

	Name:      


	Job Title:      


	Department:      


	Address:      


	Phone number:      


	Purchase Order Number:      



	DECLARATION



	Please tick both boxes if you agree with the statements:
  FORMCHECKBOX 
   I declare that the information supplied in the accreditation document is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

  FORMCHECKBOX 
    I consent to the holding of this information in electronic form by the IES/CHES Accreditation Panel. I understand it will be treated in strictest confidence.



	Name:      

	Signature: 

	Date:      


Please return your completed application form to: 

The Institution of Environmental Sciences

34 Grosvenor Gardens
London

SW1W 0DH

United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7730 5519 
Email: enquiries@ies-uk.org.uk                    Website: www.ies-uk.org.uk



Office use only








Date received:


Date of Panel hearing:


Outcome:


Date for re-accreditation:





7 .


Accreditation


(Panel)





6 .


Reconsider


    (Panel)





5 .                 *                      


Referral for further


info etc. 


         (University)





4 .


Accreditation


Confirmed


     (Panel)





2 .


Preparation of Proforma  Application for Accreditation.


(University)














1 .


Expression of Interest


        (University)





NO





YES





NO





YES





3 . 


Consideration by IES/CHES


    (Panel)


        (Panel)





8 .


Referral





Notes


*


- Further proof/support documents 


- External and independent advice


- Discuss with external advisor 


- Visit
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